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might of some men rather than "by the deliberate con-
sent of all; but how could it ever have existed in fact,
when there never was a time that there were no masters,
or at least fathers? That states had their natural be-
ginning in families when not in conquest, or rather
in families gradually aggrandised by acquisition of ser-
vants, is evidently the real opinion of Hobbes; though,
concerned as he is with rational explanation, he not
only puts first his supposition of the state formed by
voluntary contract, but cannot understand the other
except as it also can be shown to involve some form of
covenant.

Present in some shape from the first, it is only in
' Leviathan' that the notion of a Social Contract receives
from Hobbes the full development that is peculiar to
him. Men agree to create a single authority in their
midst by transference of all their barren rights of indi-
vidual self-protection j and the rights of the sovereign
authority so constituted, be it man or assembly, are
wielded henceforth with the most absolute irresponsi-
bility, so far as they are concerned who have once and
for all formally denuded themselves of particular rights
in hope of common protection. This is always Hobbes's
position; but he gives it at last this more decided ex-
pression, that the contract is in no sense between the
sovereign who takes up the rights and each or all of the
individual men who resign them, but between man and
man of these only. It is thus that the sovereign is
properly understood to be in no way bound to those
who seek protection from him. Only they are for ever
bound to one another to allow whatever the sovereign
does or devises for their protection, which they could